[Dissection of the cervical arteries].
Dissection of the cervical arteries is an important cause of stroke in young adults. A haematoma in the wall of the cervical vessel leads to stenosis or occlusion and thereby risk of stroke. The most frequent local symptoms in carotid-artery dissection are head- and neck pain accompanied by Horner's syndrome, while typical symptoms in vertebral-artery dissection are pain in the back of the neck and head. The mural haematoma is best visualized by magnetic resonance imaging. Antithrombotic versus anticoagulation treatment to prevent stroke have recently shown to be equally effective.